Regarding the character of the urine in this case as contrasted with the one immediately preceding it, note may be taken of the circumstance that while the hydronephrosis was accumulating in the right kidney, the left kidney continued to perform its functions, with, however, a sudden and maintained rise in the specific gravity of the urine, also a steadily increasing trace of albumen in that eliminated from the bladder, while the fluid removed from the hydronephrosis by operation was free from any abnormality, the specific gravity being, however, low, namely, 1010. The two cases just described illustrate the more persistent forms of obstruction. In the majority of cases, however, the impediment to the escape of urine is of short duration, and has been described under the term, On percussion over the renal region posteriorly, when the kidney is displaced a tympanitic note may be elicited, but a dull note is not got over the displaced kidney, but rather a muffled tympanitic one. This, of course, is due to the fact that anteriorly the kidney is covered by a layer of bowel.
The note obtained on percussion over the renal region in cases of movable kidney showed me how unreliable percussion is to be depended upon as a means of diagnosis as to the position of the organ, unless it is considerably enlarged. In displacement of the kidney without enlargement, very little difference was observed in the percussion note; by this means alone it would be impossible to tell when the kidney was in an abnormal position and when it was in its proper place. The sense of resistance on percussion, and the feeling communicated to the hand when it was applied to the region, give more trustworthy results.
The value of the percussion note heard over the lumbar region depends upon the amount of emaciation, and whether the displacement is on the right or left side ; and when it is remembered, as long ago pointed out by Skoda, that the bulk of a normal kidney had little to do with the diminished resonance in the lumbar region, one is prepared to admit that,. 
